94             COMMISSIONER  RAILTON

I found a man for whom I have a profound admira-
tion, and whom I consider as one^ in a generation*
Well, come into my study and I will give you some
hints,'

Among other things he said to her, ( You cannot
come along at this time of life and alter Railtoni Some
of you women think you1 are going to change a man and
twist him round your finger. But if you try it you will
make him very unhappy and yourself too. Follow him
and never twist him. It is not going to be a smooth life
for you/

Meanwhile Railton himself was perfectly happy.

In reply to a letter of congratulation from his old
friend Lieut.-Coloncl Roberts, who had written not long
before announcing his own marriage, he writes :

1 Thanks for your very kind and welcome letter. I am
already, I think, finding out the good of this engagement
in opening up communication with comrades I have loved in
my own silent, reserved way for years, and whom I fear I
have not helped as I might have done with sympathy, for
the want of knowing how.

* I am doubly pleased with yours, because you are, I
fancy, the first" person to whom the idea was broached a
year ago, though I had not the least hope then of getting
her! I thought she would be offended and most likely retire
to her own circle.

1 I have never had any sympathy with the celibate theory,
and rejoice always to hear of a good Army match.

1 By the way, you might have told us for our encourage-
ment how you found it' so far with " the little girl who
never gave her parents an anxious thought," but I sup-
pose you thought it quite needless to remark upon your
indescribable happiness !

' Be assured that I marry with a view to more than
redoubled fighting. So don't suppose I am going to be
trained into a domestic animal. We must be lions and
tigers more than ever! '

In spite of his assuring Mrs. Booth in n letter that
' We are both, I think* completely " gone " and
" matched," The Army Mother, fearful that this all-